Novel features of retroviruses associated with human diseases.
The last decade has witnessed a new chapter in the history of retrovirology. As of now, four human retroviruses have been identified and molecularly characterized. They are associated with a wide spectrum of human diseases including cancer, immunodeficiency and neurological disorders. By virtue of their clinical relevance, their novel genes and regulatory mechanisms these viruses have become the focal point of research in retrovirology. The study of these viruses is of fundamental importance in understanding the mechanisms leading to transformation of human cells and distortion of the immunological state.